By-Laws

Blackridge Garden Club

Approved May – 1968

Update Approved – December 2008

Article I

The name of this organization shall be the Blackridge Garden Club.

Article II

Mission

Section 1.  The object of this club shall be to develop the interest of the members in the welfare of the community through the promotion of gardening, civic and educational programs and of social life.

Section 2.  The primary community project shall be beautification of the entrances to Blackridge.  The educational and social programs are planned annually in advance.  Additional community service projects may be suggested or submitted by any member for the Executive Board’s consideration and approval.

Article III

Membership

Section 1.  There shall be two (2) classes of members:  resident and directors’ members.

Section 2. (A) resident members.  Any resident of Blackridge* shall be eligible for membership.  Any eligible resident interested in membership shall become a member.  Any resident member who moves from Blackridge may continue as a member.

*Blackridge is meant the territory bounded by the east side of Graham Boulevard, the north side of William Penn Highway, the west side of Beulah Road, and the south side of Pine Way and its possible extension.

(B) Directors’ Members.  The Executive Board may invite into membership persons who do not live in Blackridge, but who are actively interested in the objectives of the Club.

Section 3.  Each member is expected to participate annually in at least one department of the Club’s activities.  Resident Members and Directors’ Members shall have the same responsibilities and the same privileges of membership.

Article IV

Dues

Section 1.  The annual dues for membership shall be an amount set by the Executive Board deemed necessary to carry out the business of the Club.  Dues are payable in July to the Assistant Treasurer, each Club year.  The fiscal year shall run from July 1 to June 30.  New members shall be accepted after January 1 on payment of one-half (1/2) the annual dues.

Section 2.  Members in arrears on November 1 will receive a delinquent notice.  Those in arrears after the December meeting will be considered inactive.  An inactive member may apply for reinstatement upon payment of the current year’s dues.

Article V

Meetings

Section 1.  The regular meeting shall be held on the first Tuesday of each month, September through June, unless otherwise ordered by the President or the Executive Board.

Section 2.  The Annual Business Meeting shall be held at a regular meeting in spring.

Section 3.  Regular meetings of the Executive Board shall be held once a month preceding the regular membership meetings.

Section 4.  One half of the membership shall constitute a quorum of the Club and four (4) members a quorum of the Executive Board.

Article VI

Elections

Section 1.  The Executive Board shall appoint a Nominating Committee of three (3) members in April.

Section 2.  The report of the Nominating Committee shall consist of one (1) nominee for each office and shall be presented to the Membership at, or before, the business meeting in May, having already been submitted to the Executive Board.  Additional nominations may be made from the floor.

Section 3.  Election of Officers shall be held at the business meeting in May by ballot.  If there is only one (1) nominee for each office, vote may be by voice.  The officers so elected shall be installed at the June meeting.

Section 4.  Officers shall be elected for a period of one (1) year.  At the discretion of the Nominating Committee, officers may be asked to succeed themselves, and if elected, may serve consecutive years.

Article VII

Officers and Their Duties

Section 1.  The officers shall be President, Vice President, Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer.  Nominees for President must have been a member of the club for one year, played an active role on at least one standing committee, or had work or life experience that qualifies the nominee for the administrative position.

Section 2.  It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Membership and Executive Board.

Section 3.  It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to perform the duties of the President in her absence.

Section 4.  It shall be the duty of the Recording Secretary to attend all meetings of the Membership and the Executive Board and to keep a record of the proceedings thereof.

Section 5.  It shall be the duty of the Corresponding Secretary to conduct such correspondence as the Executive Board may direct, keeping files for reference.

Section 6.  It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and disburse all funds of the Club.  She shall keep and preserve books of account which shall be subject to audit.  

All funds shall be deposited in the name of the Blackridge Garden Club in such bank or banking institutions as approved by the Executive Board.  Disbursement shall be by check signed by the Treasurer.  In the absence of the Treasurer, checks may be signed by the Assistant Treasurer or the President.

Disbursement of funds shall be made at the direction of the Executive Board for items covered by the approved Annual Budget (see Article VIII, Section 4, Executive Board).  Items not within the approved budget or additional appropriations must be presented to the Executive Board for approval.

The Treasurer shall present financial reports at the regular meetings and at such other times as requested by the President or the Executive Board.  A report as of June 30 for the preceding twelve (12) months shall be prepared for audit.

Section 7.  It shall be the duty of the Assistant Treasurer to assist the Treasurer in all her duties, and in the Treasurer’s absence to prepare reports and to disburse funds as outlined in Section 6 of this Article.  Additionally, the Assistant Treasurer shall be responsible to collect and keep an accounting of the payment of membership dues in support of the activities of the Membership Committee.

Section 8.  The Executive Board may authorize any officer or member to perform the duties of any other officer temporarily unable to serve.

Section 9.  A yearly report shall be prepared by officers and committees in detail and filed for the benefit of new officers and committees.  Also, a brief report of membership shall be given at the annual business meeting.

Article VIII

Executive Board

Section 1.  The Executive Board shall consist of all elected Officers and Chairs of Standing Committees.

Section 2.  All vacancies in the Executive Board, with the exception of the Presidency, shall be filled by election by the Executive Board.

Section 3.  The Executive Board shall submit to the Club for approval, at or before the October meeting, a brief statement of the financial condition of the Club in the form of a budget, with estimated appropriations required for carrying on the activities of the Club for that year.

Section 4.  The Executive Board shall appoint an audit committee of at least three (3) members to audit the treasurer’s books and annual report.  The committee report shall be presented to the membership.

Article IX

Committees

Section 1.  The Standing Committees shall be those deemed necessary by the Executive Board to carry out the business of the Club.  Chairs and co-chairs of the Standing Committees are deemed ex-officio members of the Executive Board and are expected to attend board meetings to report the progress of their committees.

Section 2.  The President and elected officers shall select the chairs of Standing Committees.

Section 3.  Special Committees may be appointed by the President with the approval of the elected officers. 

Section 4.  The President may be a member ex-officio of all Committees except the Nominating Committee.

Article X

By-Laws

Section 1.  These By-Laws may be amended at any regular meeting of the Club by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of those present and voting, provided that a copy of the proposed amendments has been distributed to each member at least two (2) weeks before the regular meeting at which the amendment is to be voted upon.

Section 2.  Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised shall govern this organization in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not in conflict with these By-Laws.

